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Hoi Ai Hitu Bién Hoa han hanh giéi thiéu dén quy vi bai Tan
Man Bién Hoa: Che¢ Bién Hoa — Nhirng Cau Chuyén Xwa cua
dong huong Hoang Anh Tai. Hoi chan thanh cam ta tac gia. Kinh
mo1. Tran trong.

CHOQ BIEN HOA - NHUNG CAU CHUYEN XUA

Theo thién nghi cta riéng t6i, phan dong ching ta moi dip dén
vieng mot dia phuong nao, trude tién deu muon biet NGOl CHO
cua vung ay nhu thé nao, sinh hoat budn ban ra sao?

La nhitng nguoi di sinh ra va 1én Ién tai Bién Hoa, chac han ai ai
cling da ting ¢o6 dip biet NGOI CHO cua qué nha, nhung vi yéu
to thoi gian va tuoi tac chénh 1éch, nén hom nay t6i xin duoc gidi
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thiéu thém phan nao vé nhimg gi toi duoc hiéu biét dé céng hién
quy ban dong huong con dang cu ngu noi hai ngoai.

Vao khoang nam 1931-1932, Cho Bién Hoa toa lac gitra hai con
duong nhua, bé dai cua Cho chi trai dai dén khoi tiém chap phd
“Hén Thai Sanh” ngang nha cia Ong Ach Huéng, (sau la Dan
Biéu Lap Hién thoi Bé Nhi Cong Hoa) tén that 14 Ngd Phudc
Hu:cmg) Thoi ky nay cho con cho dau thau, ma ngu’(yl phu trach
1a Ong IBRAHIM ngudi An, ¢6 con la anh Bi, ban dong song voi
chung toi (hién anh Bi dang ¢ Villiers- Le- Bel Phap).

Trudc cho 1a mot bai san tréng danh 1am bén xe ngua va phia trén
la Nha Lang (Maison Commune), sau ngdi nha nay dwoc doi vé
ngang v4i Nha Thuong Bién Hoa (vé sau 1a Nha Thuong Pham
Hitu Chi). Cho dugc xay cat lai va ndi dai dén dau duong Lé Vin
L&. Cho khdng c6 bé ngang ma chi cd bé dai, twong tu nhu 1a mot
trai cua.

Trudc nam 1942, Cho thudc tai san cua thi xa Binh Trudc, viéc
thau thué hoa chi, lang c6 thué mot ba ngudi Phap tén YVONNE
LAMBERT lam Quan Ly, dudi quyén ba c6 sau nhan vién gop
tien chd, trong so nay c6 mot ngudi vira 1a nhan vién vira 13 thu
ky ké toan va thay mat cho ba Quan Ly dé di soat vé cho chiéu.

Nén hiéu I thoi gian nay con la thoi ky Phap Thudc. Gio xin noi
qua vé than thé caa Ba Sép nguoi Phap kia, theo 1oi ba thuat lai,
ba nguyén la vo cua mot Luat Su tén Odéon ¢ Sai-Gon. Ong qua
doi, ba tro thanh goé phu va ra Phudc Hai 1am nghé danh ca. La
nguoi Phap chinh hiéu nhung ba noi tiéng Viét rat sanh séi, an
nudéc mam, biét danh “xep”, “tir sac” va ciing biét noi dua, noi
mia ..v.v..... Ba phuc vu nganh hoa chi chg Binh Trudéc (Bién



Hoa) véi danh nghia Quan Ly, giao thiép rong réi, quen biét véi
tat ca ban hang cho. Nha ba ¢ ngang voi dinh Quan Truéng Quan
Chéu Thanh Bién Hoa, cach sau tiém chap pho “Hén Thai Sanh”
khdng day 10 mét.

Khi chung t6i d 20 tudi, thi ba da trén 50 nén thuong goi ching
t6i bang “CON”. Con nhé mot hom ba dén trudc gian hang ban
thiing ré caa di Hai Chén, tinh nhan cua Cai Bon (M ta, sau nay
la Trung Uy Bon), di Hai thay Ba Seép cho, voi kéo vat 4o che cai
bung dé giau bau tdm sy, tic thi ba cudi bao: “May dé dau gi ma
gidu dwoc tao, may biét tao la “bay da” ¢é gi dau ma phal giau,

khéng chong ma chiza méi ngoan, c6 chong ma cheza thé gian sw
thuwong”.

Thinh thoang ba thué xe 16 cuia Anh Muoi Ngo, chi nha hang Pirc
Thanh Hung dé di Phuéc Hai va thuong thi ba cho t6i di theo, noi
day ba quen than véi ba Bay V4 1a nha dai ly ¢ bién ndi tiéng.
Ba nhin troi bita nao niang gat ba biét va noi: “Troi hém nay nang
gat vi may co vay cd”.

Nha Ba ludn ludn c6 to chirc bai bac. Loi dung diém yéu ay, céc
anh chi nhan vién thu tién chd ciing thtra co hdi kiém chit chéo,
dung nhu 101 dam tiéu “Tho may an vai, tho rén an sit”, moé tay
vo dau thi phai dinh dau. Nhiéu khi bat thinh linh ba xuat hién ra
cho kiém sodt vé va ré 18n tiéng tu hit (sip-1&) nghe ring ron con
hon tiéng coi cua trong tai thoi phat dén, cac anh chi nhan vién
thu thué déu lén rudt sg “bé manh”, con ban hang budn ban thi
thuong phai bi dong tién chd c6 khi ting 1én gap doi. Van xin thé
nao cling khong xiéu long dugc, danh phai chiu. Khi ba roi khéi
thi cac ban hang thuong hay chui raa bang nhiing 1oi 18 nhu sau:
“An thut con mat, that hé bao, an 1oi trong, té nol™



Kip dén khi c6 cuoc Cach Mang Mua Thu nim 1945 thi ba
Yvonne Lambert nhanh chan tim duong tau thoat. Chung do 4
hay 5 gio sang, ba nho nguoi than dua ra ga xe lra Bién Hoa dé
mua vé xuéng Sai-Gon lanh cu, luc ay ba mic y phuc 4o dai va
dau d6i khin che kin mat, néu gap phai nguoi cd 6c ich ky ty
hiém, thi chac hau qua khé ma luong?

Gia dinh chung toi phai tan cu vé qué ngoai & An Hao, vai thang
sau, do lo1 khuyeén cua nguol cau tha Tu, t61 theo ghe ban d6 gbm
cua Hang "Céramique du Donai" cua Ong Ly Xuong Sai-Gon
bang duong thuy. Dip nay, t6i c6 dén duong Noel gan Dakao phia
trong dudng Marcel Richard dé tim thim ba cuu Quan Ly cho
Bién Hoa. Ba song rat thoai mai, c6 nudi mot daa con nudi trai
tén René, va ¢ chong 1a mot cyu Trung T4 Khong Quan ngudi
Phap. Ba ciing cho t6i biét 1a s6m muon gi ba cling hoi huong vé
sinh séng & Phap. T gia ba, toi dap xe do cua Ong Hai Hang tai
xé vé Bién Hoa, 6ng tai xé khong ly tién xe, nghia cir nay 1am
to1 ghi on mai.

T6i vé lai nha, sau mot thoi gian 6n dinh cong an viéc 1am, thinh
thoang co Vé lai qué cii & gan hang mdy cua Tan Mai, doi 1an gap
ba Du Thi Hai. Qua loi twong thuat cua ba Hai, nguoi dung tén
quan thu tai san cia ba Yvonne Lambert, tir khi ba tré vé lai Phéap
Qudc, thi téi duoc biét nhitng chi tiét nhu sau:

“Mét budi sang thizc ddy, thay minh tay khéng, cai 6ng chong sé
khanh kia da “vo nguwa truy phong” thua lUC nwa dém Ba dang
say swa gide diép, anh ta luc chia khod ti két, ma ldy hét cd vong
vang, tiéen bac ni trang. Qua khé sé, nhiém vu triréc tién 1a Ba
gui dira bé con nubi vao cb nhi vién, khdng ba con than thugc va



moi ngay Ba phdi [é chan di khap cac nha hang dé lwom nhiing
Mau banh mi an do doi...”

Ba dau budn nén sinh bénh tat, 1am kho thém cho than ba trong
canh khén ciing. Suy tinh mong sao thoat khoi co han, ba nhd
nguoi 1am don xin trd qua lai Viét Nam dé ban dat dai ¢ Phudc
Hai, nhung chinh phu Phap khdng chap thuan, bao ba gia rdi, qua
thé nao dugc, va lai tinh hinh tai Phudc Hai van chua yén. Ba
khoc sudt mudt va tré nén mu lod. Ba nho ngudi bién thu vé yéu
cau ba Hai ban nha, ban dat caa ba & May Cua dé gui tién qua cho
ba, dé ba cd thé séng nét chuodi ngay tan, nhung ba Hai tudi cling
gan ké miéng 16 ma ciling cd don, khong ba con than thudc, nén
tiéng kéu cuia ba Yvonne Lambert chi I tiéng kéu trong sa mac!!!

Bat dong san nay sau dé dugc ban lai cho anh Tu Bé, chu 10 gach
va ba Du Thi Hai thi am tron s6 tién vé qué cii & My Tho, mic
cho bén kia troi Ba “dam bay da” di bi anh chang “diém muoi
da” phinh gat, chét dan theo thoi gian...

Thuat lai cau chuyén trén day dé quy dong huong suy gam. Nhan
day ciing xin noi rd Ba Yvonne Lambert ngdy xua giau c6, c¢6 thé
la nho 1am nghé danh c4, chi tuyét nhién khong phai nho vao 1am
Quan Ly Hoa Chi Cho Bién Hoa. T6i nghi ba chang c6 loi 1oc gi
ca, chi toi phai chudc lay cai nhan qua khong luong vé sau, qua
sy hanh xur khong may dtc d6 doi voi ngudi budn ban. Piéu toi
muon nhan manh ¢ day 1a khong ngo loi nguyén raa cua ban hang
kéu ca “dn 10i trong té nd” ma sau nay tré thanh su that!!!

Ngay toi dén dinh cu & Phap, t6i co tim lai tdng tich cua Ba
Yvonne Lambert, nhung hoai cong, vi tuoi tho cua ba qua cao,
néu bay gio ma ba con song at phai hon 100 tuoi.



Ca nhan t6i khong 1a nguoi mé tin di doan nhung nhitng gi toi
tuong thuat lai ciing quy ban dong huong 1a mot bang chang xac
thuc, dé du trong hoan canh nao nén lay dao dirc ma cu xir dé
khéng vudng vao “quéa bao nhan tién”.

HOANG ANH TAI



