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Hoi Ai Hiru Bién Hoa han hanh gi6i thiéu dén quy vi bai: Tan
Man Bién Hoa: Ai Vé Gia Dinh, Dong-Nai Thi Vé cua Tién Si
Thai Van Kiém. Hoi chan thanh cam ta tac gia. Kinh moi.

Tran trong.

Al VE GIA PINH, PONG-NAI THI VE
Tién Si Thai Vin Kiém

Ngay nao khong xa, to1 nhd da c6 1an ngdéi mot minh bén bo song

vang lanh, t6i lang nhin nhiing 4ng may chiéu troi giita long song
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sau, nhu tim vé ¢6 quan...Va tur xa dua lai giong hat hoai huong

cua c0 lai do duyén dang:

Nha Be nwoc chay chia hai
Ai vé Gia Dinh, Pong-Nai thi vé!

Bay gio, toi moi nhan thirc rang t6i dang ¢ ngd ba song Pong-Nai
- Gia Pinh, mdt con song trAm lang nhung chira dung mdt strc
manh phi thuong, khac ndo ngudi dan Viét véi tinh than bat khuat

cua ho.

Thoang nghe giong hat c¢d 1ai do ma toi nhd 101 ngdy ndo dap tiéng
goi thiéng liéng ciia Tu Do, chiing toi da bong bé, gong ganh ra
di trong swong sém dé cung nhau kéo vé mién Pong-Nai - Gia
Pinh d¢é 1ap lai cudc doi méi, va toi tin rang noi day la dat lanh
chim dau, don cho van hoi mdi. Vao day, toi da nghe thém mot
cau ho tinh t hon nita 1 vi n6 chtra dung va tran day tinh huynh

dé va huyét thong dan toc khap cac néo dudng qué huong:

Rong chiu ngoai Hué
Ngwa té Pong-Nai
Nuwoc song trong chay lon song ngoai
Thwong ngwoi xa xir lac loai toi day
Toi day thi o lai day



Bao gio bén ré, xanh cdy thi vé!

Va viéc dau tién toi dd lam khi dat chan noi day la tim hiéu lai
lich x{r nay, va do dé t6i méi biét rang hoi thé ky thir XVII, xt
nay la dat Chan-Lap (Thuy Chan-Lap). Ngudi Viét song rai rac
nhiéu ving. Pén khi Tong Binh Tran Thuong Xuyén va doan tuy
ting, bo Trung Hoa vi khong than phuc nha Thanh sang nudc ta
ty nan, dugc Chia Nguyén cho vao Mién Nam lap nghiép, nim

1679, giang son Chtia Nguyén trai rong 16n hon.

Ngugc dong lich str, doan thuyén ctia Tong Binh Tran Thuong
Xuyén vao cira séng (Can Gid ngay nay), ngugc dong, tién sau
vao noi dia, dimg chan tai Ban Lan (Bén G ngay nay), roi sau do
chon mot cu lao dinh cu. Ho ra cong tao dung phat trién thanh
mot thuong cang no6i danh lac bay gio tén goi Cll Chau (Cu Lao
Phé ngay nay). Nhung vi tén Cu Chau khé cho viée dinh vj tri,
nén ho chon tén con sdng hop tinh 1y cho gidi thuong hd, giao
tiép v4i dan ching noi day. Dan ban xtt Thuy Chan-Lap goi tén
song la Daung-Nay (nghia la con séng lon). Tt @6, ngudi minh
noi trai ra 1a Pong-Nai, va nhdm nguodi Minh Huong theo tudng
Tran Thuong Xuyén 1ap nghiép, khong phat am chit B dugc, nén
goi 12 Nong-Nai. Luc bay gio cling ¢6 sd ngudi di dinh dién &
M6i-XUi, Viét hoa thanh M6-Xo0ai gan Ba-Ria.



Téi ciing biét thém rang nim 1658, thé luc ciia Chua Nguyén da
lan rong khap Nam Phan; nam 1698 chiém Mién Pong Nam B
va 1ap Doanh Tran Bién (Bién-Hoa) va Phi Gia Pinh (Sai-Gon).
Lan lan nguoi Viét xudng dén song Cuu-Long (1), Sai-Gon tro
nén Tha Phu cua dat Gia Dinh, va 1a Ly S¢ cua Tréan Phién An,
Phu Binh Duong, Huyén Tan Binh. Nam 1773, thanh Gia Pinh

duoc xdy thém rong rai va kién co, chu vi khoang 15 1y.

Trong thoi Tay Son va Nguyén Anh xung d6t nhau, thanh nay bi
Tay Son chiém 4 1an, va sau cing Nguyén Anh chiém lai dugc
vao nam 1788. Biy gid thanh dugc tu tao theo kién tric Tay
Phuong trong hai nim 1790-1791 va phai diung dén 3 van dan
cong.

Tt nam 1803, Sai-Gon van 1a Thi Phu mién Gia Pinh, va la Ly
S& cua Tran Phién An, Phi Binh Duong va Huyén Tan Binh, cho
dén nam 1859, ngudi Phap can thiép vao ndi tri cua nude ta. Khi
nguoi Viét méi dén noi nay, ho goi khu phd hanh chanh & phia
trén cao (chd nha tho, nha thuong Pon Dat) 1a Pong-Nai, Phién
An hoic Phan An, Gia Pinh; con khu ph6 thuong mai ¢ phia thap,
c6 ghe thuyén di lai 1a Bén-Nghé hay Bén Thanh.

Bén-Nghé 13 cai bén ma ngudi Cao-Mién trudc kia goi 1a

Kompong Krabey (Kompong 1a bén, Krabey 1a trau) (2). Bén-



Nghé nam bén con rach cung tén (thoi Phap thudc goi 13 Arroy
Chinois) mot chi nhanh cta song Sai-Gon. Song nay gip song
Pong-Nai & Nha Bé. Con Bén Thanh 13 cai bén nam & dia diém
Cho Cii bay gio, trudc kia co cai lach di dén hao thanh Phién An
ma nay lay di thanh dai 16 Nguyén Hué.

Trong s nhitng danh tir bi hiém dé chi cac thi tran Mién Nam, toi
d3 nhiéu 1an thac mac vé hai chir Sai-Gon. Sai-Gon hay Sai-Con,
hai chit 4y c6 nghia 13 “ciii gon”, mot danh tir rat thong dung trong
thu tir cta cac gido si Ty Phuong dén day hoi thé ky XVIII. Sai

1a ciii, nhu chiing ta thay trong cau:

“Cwra sai vira ngo then hoa”
(Kim Van Kiéu)
hoac cau:
“Canh sai mon hé nwa, di sé nghiéng vai”

(Tho Nguyén Hang).

Di sdu vao van dé, chiing ta c6 thé thay ba gia thuyét vé ngudn

gbc cta hai chir Sai-Gon:

1/- Nguon goc Cao-Mién: Chir Sai-Gon phién dich tir chir Prelkor
hay Prel Nokor nghia 1a Rung Gon (Prel 1a rirng: Kor 1a gon). (3)



2/- Ngudn goc Trung-Hoa: Sai-Gon do hai chit Pé Ngan ma
nguodi Quang-Pong doc 14 Tai Ngon hay Thdy Gon. Pé ngan c6
nghia la bo @€, danh tir ma ngudi Trung-Hoa tir nam 1778 da gan
cho thanh phd Cho Lén. C6 18, nguoi Tay Phuong da tiép xtc véi
nguoi Tau trong viéc thuong mai nén ho da phién am Tai Ngon
ra Sai-Gon?

3/- Sai-Gon do hai chit Tdy Cong nghia 1a cong hién cho Tay
Phuong, dé am chi viéc nudc ta cong hién dat Nam Ky cho Tay
Phuong ching? DPay 1a mot giai thich so dang (explication
simpliste).

Lai cling c6 mot s6 danh tr bi hiém khac ma ching ta s¢ lan luot
“phdi do cho dén ngon nguén lach séng” nhu: “Thi Nghé” 1a tén
ctia ba Nguyén Thi Khanh, con gai Van Truong Hau Nguyén Ciru
Pam, ty Van va 1a vo ciia mot Ong Nghe 1am viéc ¢ Dinh Tong
Tran. Mudén chong minh di lam viéc khoi phai di do ngang song,
Ba ta moi xuat tién lam mot cy cau gd bac ngang con lach; dan
chtng ciing nho d6 ma duge qua lai dé dang nén vé sau goi la cau
“Ba Nghe, Thi Nghe”, dé nhd on mot bac nit luu dang quy trong.
Cai cau nay 1am cho ching ta nhd dén mot cai cau khac & Mién
Trung goi 1a “Cdu Ngéi Thanh Todn” thudc huyén Phu Vang

cling do mot bac nit luu bo tién ra xay cat:



“Aj vé Cau Ngéi Thanh Toan,

Cho em di voi mot doan cho vui!”

Ciing trén con song Thi Ngh¢, chiing ra c6 thé di ngang qua Cdu
Bong (4) hay 1a cau Xém Bong dé sang Gia Pinh; con muén vé
Phti Nhuén thi phai qua Cau Kiéu hay cau Xém Kiéu. Hai ving
nay xua trong rat nhiéu bong hoa va hanh kiéu. Con c6 mot cai
cau nira 1a “Cau Ong Lanh”, tén goi mot vi Lanh Binh doi Ta
Quan L& Vin Duyét co cong xay dung ciy cau nay dé qua lai song
Bén Nghé. Tuong truyén Ong Lanh Binh nay c6 bon ngudi vo ma
Ong di khéo 1éo giao cho mdi nguoi khai thac mot ngdi cho (theo
phuong phap kinh té ty tic ma ngdy xua cac cu thudng hay ap
dung): d6 1a “Ba Chiéu, Ba Diém, Ba Hom va Ba Queo” .

Noi vé nhitng dia danh bi hiém thi con nhiéu lam. Chung t6i tudng
chi nén nhic qua rang: S¢ Ba-Son 1a do chir “Bassin de Radoub”;
Lang-Tho do chir Tan Thuan; vudn Bo-R0 do tén D6 Ddc Amiral
Rozes (ma trudc nam 1954 ngudi ta con quen goi), thuong goi la
Vuwon Ong Thuong tic 1a vuon ciia Ong Thuong Lé Vin Duyét;
cling nhu Pa-Kao do chit Pat Ho6 ma nguoi Ty Phuong doc sai
Ma ra.

Di xa Sai-Gon, chung ta lai gip nhiéu dia danh ngd nghinh nhu
Thi-Dau-Mat dé nhé ciy dau (diptérocarpus alatus) 1on dimg



mot minh & dau tinh; O-Cap - tc Viing Tau ngay nay - do chir
“Au Cap”.

Lai con c6 nhiing dia danh goc tich Ma-Lai hodc Cao-Mién nhu
la Myp-Tho do chit Me Sa (c6 nghia 1a Ba Trang); Sa-Péc do chit
Phsar Dec (c6 nghia 1a Chg Sat); Tra-Vinh do chit Pratrapeang
(c6 nghia 1a ho cua Phat Thanh); Séc-Tring do chit Srok Treang
(c6 nghia la xtr, kho; pays du trésor); Bai-Xau do chir Bay Chhau
(com chua ndu chin); Bédc-Liéu hay Bac-Liéu do chit Po Loenh
(cay da cao); Ca-Mau do chir Tuk Khmau (nuéc den); Phl-Quéc
do chir Koh Tral (hon dao cai thoi); Ké-Sach do chir Khsach (c6
nghia la cat); Vam-Cé do chit Valco; Bassac do chir Bathat (ta
goi 1a Ba-Thac); Thot-Not do chit Thnot (cdy dira duong;
borassus flabelliformis); Mang-Cut do chir Mongkut va Xoai-
Riéng hay Sau-Riéng do chit Ma-Lai Dourion dé chi thir trai ciy

dac bi¢t ¢ xur ay.

No6i dén Nam B9 tat nhién ta phai nhiac dén hai tht trai cay dic
biét ay - Hai thu tréi tiéu biéu cho dirc tinh ctia ngudi Nam B9 -
V6 no su si nhung long nd chira dung tran cam ngii vi. Than hinh
n6 gai goc, nhung khi chin thi tir trén cdy né chi rung xudng trong
dém trudng canh vang, dé tranh moi tai nan cho ngudi say mé no,
au ciing 1a dé chung minh “cdi hdu ciia Troi Par’. Cai hau cia

Troi Pat hinh nhu d3 quy tu rt nhiéu & x Pong-Nai - Gia Dinh.



Xt ndy, v6i khi hau hién hoa, voi dan tinh chat phat, véi dat rudng
phi nhiéu, v&i song dai, bién rong, qua 1a mot phong pha dia ma

Troi danh cho con Hong, chau Lac.

Pong-Nai - Gia Pinh 1a noi hun dac khi phach hién ngang cia
nguoi diing si, nghia khi trung can, hoan thanh st mang ndi lién
Ctru-Long v6i Hong Ha, dong thoi 1a ngd ba qudc té, noi hen ho
ctia nhirng tao nhan mic khach, nhitng ké tai ba 15i lac tir bon

phuong vé xay dung mét cudc doi twoi dep, trong canh:
“Thdi binh nén ging sirc, non nwéc dy nghin thu”.
Tién S Thai Vin Kiém
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Chu thich:

(1) Crru-Long: Phién am tr chit Klong, Krong, Kong va Ksong
(Muong ngir) nghia la song. Nhu Mékong c6 nghia la Me Song,
song me, song cai. Ngudi Tau phién am thanh Ciru-Long ¢6 nghia
la chin con rong (rong me va rong con quy vé Nam Viét); day la
mot cach my hoa danh tir cho dep va dé nhd. Lic ban so song
khot thuy ¢ Tay-Tang chi 1a mt dong song; chay xuyén qua 6
nudc Bong Nam A, t6i tin Nam Viét mdéi chia ra nhiéu dong do

ra bién do chin ctra song.



(2) Kompong doc nhanh thanh K’pong, da dugc dan Viét ta hoa
thanh chir Viing, vi du nhu Kompong Som thanh ra Viing-Thom.

(3) Prei Nokor: Rimng xt, rimg Vuong Quoc (Forét du Royaume).
Nokor xuét x@ tir chit Phan Nogara, Nogar, Viét hoa thanh Nok,
Nac, Nuoc la xu.

(4) Cau Béng: xt goi 1a Cau Hoa, nhung téi doi Vua Minh Mang
¢ ba vo ngudi Mién Nam tén 1a HO Thi Hoa; cho nén vi ky huy
(tabou strict) méi d6i Hoa ra Bong. Do vdy ma cac dia danh Cau

Hoa, Dong Hoa (¢ Hué) phai d6i ra 1a Cau Bong, Pong Ba.



