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Hoi Ai-Hitu Bién-Hoa han hanh gigi thiéu dén quy vi bai: Ngwoi
An-Nam Ngay Xwa cta 6ng Paul Doumer, cuu Toan Quyeén
Pong-Dwong (1857-1932), trich tr Indochine Francaise, duogc
doéng huong Huynh H. Hién suu tam gai vé dong gop trén dién
dan Hoi. Hoi chan thanh cam ta tac gia. Kinh moi. Tran trong.

L. Crespin, Saigon
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NGUOI AN-NAM NGAY XUA

Paul Doumer

Trong khoang 1897-1902, thoi gian lam Toan Quyén Pong-
Duong, 6ng Paul Doumer da viét rat nhi€u vé ca tdnh nguoi An-
Nam ¢ Viét-Nam.
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Canh song Pong-Nai 6 Nam-Ky 1a song Vam Co, ma nhanh Dong
va nhanh Ty gip nhau d6 ra bién tai chS khong xa ctra chinh cua
song Mé-Kaong (Cu’u-Long) Nhu vay cau trac dia hinh ctia Dong-
Duong keo dai tur Bac xuong Nam theo ba dudng song song nhau:

bo bién, song Mé-Kong va giita hai duong d6 1a day nai Truong
Son.

Pong-Duong mo rong ra ¢ hai dau: dau Bic phat trién thanh
nhitng khoi nai do so, ddu Nam 1a cic dong bang ménh mong va
bi chia cat boi hang tram con song. Dién tich ctia Pong-Duong,
ma cr sau vai nam mét lan, cic nha trac dac va cac nha do vé dia
hinh cho biét sau khi hoan thanh cong viec cua ho, la mot con sO
gan gap doi dién tich nudc Phép.

Thoi Pé Qudc An-Nam, ngudi ta vi hinh dang nudc ndy nhu mot
cai don ganh co hai thing gao treo ¢ hai dau, mot dau 1a Nam-Ky
mau md, dau kia 1a Bac-Ky; con Trung-Ky 1a chiéc don ganh,
tuong trung cho sy kho can.

Gan day nguoi ta thay su so sanh nhu thé 1a khong chinh xac, boi
dat dai Trung-Ky ciing mau md, nhung viéc luu thong tai nguyén
0 day kho khan hon nhiéu. Néu co cac phuong tién giao thong,
Trung-Ky s€ cung cap nhiéu san pham co gia tri cao. Tat ca cac
xt cho thiy Pong- Duong cua ching ta da may mian dugc thién
nhién ban ting cho nhiéu th.

Dan s6 Pong-Duong udce tinh khoang 20 triéu. Mic du con s6 nay
con chua thé kiém ching, nhung c6 thé noi 1a da kha st thyuc té.
Chinh xac 1a Nam-Ky c6 ba triéu ngudi; Bac-Ky c6 khoang tam
tri¢u, Trung-Ky bay tri€u, ca Cao-Mién va Ai-Lao (Lao) cong lai
hon hai triéu mét chut.



Chi it bén phan nim dan s6 Pong-Duong thudc ching tdc An-
Nam. Va lai, lanh tho clia Dong-Duong chung ta hién nay khong
khac voi may lanh tho ctia de quoc An-Nam thoi con hung manh.
Pé qubc An Nam luc d6 gom c6 Trung-Ky, Bac-Ky va Nam-Ky.
Cao-Mién 1 nude phién thudc chiu cong nap. Chi cé Ai-Lao hinh
nhu chua bao gio bi chinh phyc hoan toan.

Vé ngudn gbc ngudi An-Nam, ching ta chi c6 nhitng khai niém
mo ho. Co vé nhu ho dén tir cac ving ciia cac xit Ma-Lai tir nhiéu
thé ky trudc day roi tiéu diét hodc théng tri cac dan toc sinh séng
0 Pong-Duong trude ho. Té1 luot minh, ho lai b1 ngudt Trung-
Hoa xam lugc ¢ nhiéu giai doan khac nhau va bi d6 ho trong mot
tho1 gian nhung ho lién tuc chéng cu mot cach diing cam va gianh
lai dugc doc 1ap. Cudc xam lang hung han cua Trung-Hoa trén
khap Pong-A da phai lui lai trude su khang cu ctua nguoi An-
Nam.

Ngudi An Nam chac chan 1a dan toc vu troi so voi cac dan tdc
xung quanh. Nguoi Cao-Mién, Ai-Lao va Xiém-La (Thai-Lan)
déu khong thé chong lai dugc ho. Khong mét dan toc nao trong
dé qudc cac x& An-Do c6 nhing pham chat nhu ho. Phai tdi tan
Nhat-Ban méi c6 toc ngudi cd pham chat cua ngudi An-Nam va
gidng nhu nguoi An-Nam.

Ngudi An-Nam va ngudi Nhat-Ban chic chan ¢6 mdi quan hé
than toc tir xa xua. Ca hai déu thong minh, can cu va diing cam.
Nguot linh An-Nam [a mot ngudi linh gio1, c¢6 ky luat va diing
cam. Ho ciing 13 nhitng nguoi lao dong mau muyc, nhitng nong
phu gidi viéc dong ang, nhiing nguoi tho lanh nghé, nhiing nghé
si khéo léo va thong minh.



So vdi cac dan toc khac & Chau-A, trén tu cach nguoi tho va ngudi
linh, ngudi An-Nam van xép cao hon mot bac. Va chang, do la
mot quy ludt chung ma t6i da kiém chung trén khoang 20 chung
toc ctia nhan loai, va toi cling thay rat ding & Chau Au: nhiing
nguoi ding cam trong lao dong cling la nhirmg nguo1 ding cam
trong chién tranh; noi khac di, can dam 1a mot tinh cach thong
nhat. Néu nguoi nao can dam trudc su mét moi, nguot dé s€ can
dam trude nguy hiém va trude cai chét.

Nudc Phap d3 mang dén gan boé voi ngudi An-Nam ngay Cang
chit ch& hon mot céng cu hoan hao cho vai tro 16n lao vé kinh té
va chinh tri, mot vai trdo ma nudc Phap co thé 1am cho Chau-A
phai cau mong.

Mot thé ky trudc day, Pé Qubc An-Nam di dat duoc su hung
manh nhat khi duoc nguoi Phap d?m dat va tu van. Tré thanh mot
bd phéan cua nude Phap, mot dé qudc duoc hién dai hoa. Dong-
Duong méi c6 thé dat dugc su thinh vuong va vinh quang ma to
tién ctia nhitng ngudi hién nay dang sinh séng trén d6 chic khong
dam mo toi. Nguoi An-Nam tin nhu thé; ching ta cling khong
nghi ngd diéu d6 va chung ta phai hanh dong v4i niém tin do.

H. H. Hien
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